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A view o f  Sait Halim Pasha's Yah from the Bosphorus.
JL t is the heritage of many civilizations 
who lived in the land of Anatolia that turns 
every traveller’s visit to the country into an 
adventure in the past. The fascinating 
remnants of these civilizations are spread 
all over Turkey, and it is for human 
interest to preserve this rich heritage and 
hand it down to younger generations.
TAÇ Vakfı is one of the establishments 
which contributes a great deal to the 
purpose not only by restoring and 
renovating the architectural riches 
inherited from the Anatolian civilizations, 
but also giving them a functional value 
within the overall tourism concept.
The Turkish Foundation for the 
Promotion and Preservation of National 
Heritage Monuments, Environments and 
Tourism Values, abbreviated as TAÇ 
Vakfı, was established in Istanbul, in 1976, 
and sponsored by the Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism.
The activities of the foundation cover 
primarily Istanbul and are also extended to
the whole country, through the assistance 
of its Trustees who are all experts in their 
field
One of the most well known seaside 
mansions, which is still being renovated by 
TAÇ Vakfı, is Sait Halim Pasha’s Yah.
The ‘yah’ , also known as the Arslanh Yah, 
owing to the monumental lion statues on 
its quay, was made by the famous architect 
Petraki Adamantidi in late XIXth century.
The owner of this beautiful and historic 
seaside mansion was Grand Vizier Sait
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Halim Pasha, the grandson of Kavalah 
Mehmet Ali Pasha, the governor of Egypt. 
Sait Halim Pasha (1864-1921), who was a 
member of a distinguished Ottoman 
family and also the eldest son of Mehmet 
Abdiilhalim Pasha, the Grand Vizier, 
graduated from Lausanne University, 
faculty of Political Sciences. On his return 
to the country he was awarded with the 
dignifying title ‘Pasha’ by Sultan 
Abdülhamit in 1888.
He, then, joined the political group 
known as the ‘Young Turks’ acting 
against the Sultan. Soon after it was 
reported to the Sultan that Sait Halim 
Pasha was an intriguer and kept weapons 
and some documents of safe conduct at his 
house, therefore the Sultan ordered 
his mansion to be searched. Following 
these incidents Sait Halim Pasha had to 
leave the country and went to Egypt, and 
from there he moved to Europe. After the 
announcement of the constitution he
returned to the country and entered the 
Senate. Sait Halim Pasha became the 
minister of Foreign Affairs in 1913. 
Following the death of Mahmut Şevket 
Pasha he was appointed as Grand Vizier. 
It was during his time that the Ottoman 
Empire declared war against the Western 
Front, after joining the Allied Powers.
When the Freedom and Contravene party 
came into power an indictment was laid 
against Sait Halim Pasha and his cabinet 
members, accusing them of enforcing 
irresponsible politics. This opposition 
caused him to resign from his post and 
soon after he was exiled to Malta. From 
Malta he went to Sicily and then to 
Rome. Sait Halim Pasha was killed in an 
Armenian plot in Rome, in 1921. His 
funeral was brought to Istanbul and 
buried in the tomb of Sultan Mahmut II.
Sait Halim Pasha was also known as a 
political writer. He wrote three books
called “Constitution”, “Our Imitators” 
and “Our Social Crises”.
With its 4 metres long doors, fully 
embellished with mother-of-pearl repoussé 
work Sait Halim Pasha’s Yah, apart from 
being one of the richest and most 
magnificent examples of Ottoman civil 
architecture and decoration styles, also 
bears a historic importance as once 
housing the Turkish-German Alliance 
signing ceremony.
TheEmpire styled mansion reminds us of 
an oriental palace where arabesque 
motives for the interior decoration are 
widely used. One of the four entrances to 
the yalı faces the Bosphorus and its marble 
steps lead to the grand balcony. The other 
3 entrances open to the pleasure garden.
This unique seaside mansion is separated 
into two sections as selamlık, men’s 
quarter, and as harem for the ladies of the 
house. Downstairs, there are a number of 
rooms (including the one where the 
Turkish-German Alliance was signed) 
which display the Ottomans’ exquisite 
taste. The symmetrically designed 
magnificent staircase leads to the upper 
gallery around which the concert hall 
together with the Venice Room, Japan 
Room, the harem reception hall and 
service areas are located.
Sait Halim Pasha’s Yah, which was once 
hired by the late King Faisal of Iraq as a 
summer residence many years ago, was 
used as a casino. However, it did not serve 
this function for a long time; due to the 
damages caused in this historic building, 
the casino had to be closed down. Thgn its 
operational rights were given to the 
Tourism Bank Inc., and thereafter started 
to be used for special banquets, receptions 
and cocktails only.
Recently, as wreckages in the quay and 
cracks on the walls have appeared, the 
General Directorate of Tourism Bank Inc. 
applied to the TAÇ Vakfı for renovation 
and restoration of Sait Halim Pasha’s Yah. 
With the contribution of this foundation 
the yah will soon start to serve Istanbul 
again within the tourism concept of the 
country.
Sait Halim Pasha’s 'Yah is not the only 
historic building which was cared by the 
TAÇ Vakfı. Amongst some of the projects 
and works realized or still carried out by 
the foundation are restoration, renovation 
and environmental planning of Istanbul’s 
famous yah houses, libraries, fountains 
and Turkish baths.
In fact, in a very short time the TAÇ Vakfı 
has succeeded to do a great deal for the 
world’s culture concious people by 
reviving such cultural treasures. ©
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